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§ 21.216 Special equipment. 
(a) General. Special equipment should 

be authorized as necessary to enable a 
veteran to mitigate or overcome the ef-
fects of disability in pursuing a reha-
bilitation program. The major types of 
special equipment which may be au-
thorized include: 

(1) Equipment for educational or voca-
tional purposes. This category includes 
items which are ordinarily used by 
nondisabled persons pursuing evalua-
tion or training, modified to allow for 
use by disabled persons. e.g., calcula-
tors with speech capability for blinded 
persons. 

(2) Sensory aids and prostheses. This 
category includes items which are spe-
cifically designed to mitigate or over-
come the effects of disability. They 
range from eyeglasses and hearing aids 
to closed-circuit TV systems which am-
plify reading material for veterans 
with severe visual impairments. 

(3) Modifications to improve access. 
This category includes adaptations of 
environment not generally associated 
with education and training, such as 
adaptive equipment for automobiles or 
supplies necessary to modify a vet-
eran’s home to make either training or 
self-employment possible.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a))

(b) Coordination with other VA ele-
ments in securing special equipment. In 
any case in which the veteran needs 
special equipment and is eligible for 
such equipment under other VA pro-
grams, such as medical care and treat-
ment at VA medical centers, the items 
will be secured under that program. 
The veteran must be found ineligible 
for needed special equipment under 
other programs and benefits adminis-
tered by VA before the item may be au-
thorized under Chapter 31.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3115)

§ 21.218 Methods of furnishing sup-
plies. 

(a) Supplies furnished by the school or 
facility. VA will make arrangements for 
the school or other facility furnishing 
a veteran training, rehabilitation as-
sistance, or employment under Chapter 
31 to provide supplies to the extent 
practicable. This method is the one 

most likely to assure that supplies are 
available and can be secured expedi-
tiously. A facility may be considered to 
be furnishing supplies when the facility 
itself is the supplier, or the facility has 
designated a supplier. Prior authoriza-
tion of supplies by the case manager is 
required, except for standard sets of 
books, tools, or supplies which the fa-
cility requires all trainees or employ-
ees to have. 

(b) Issuance of supplies not furnished 
by the facility. VA will issue authorized 
supplies directly to the veteran, if the 
supplies are not furnished by the facil-
ity providing training, rehabilitation 
services, or employment.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a))

CROSS-REFERENCE: See 48 CFR part 831. 
Contract cost principles and procedures.

§ 21.219 Supplies consisting of cloth-
ing, magazines and periodicals, and 
items which may be personally used 
by the veteran. 

(a) Furnishing protective articles and 
clothing. Protective articles or apparel 
worn in place of ordinary clothing will 
be furnished at VA expense, when the 
school or training establishment re-
quires similarly circumstanced non-
veterans to use the articles of apparel. 
No other clothing will be supplied. 

(b) Furnishing magazines and periodi-
cals. Appropriate past issues of maga-
zines, periodicals, or reprints may be 
furnished in the same manner as text 
material, when relevant to the course 
or training. 

(c) Furnishing items which may be per-
sonally used. Musical instruments, cam-
eras, or other items which could be 
used personally by the veteran may 
only be furnished if required by the fa-
cility to meet requirements for degree 
or course completion.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)(7))

§ 21.220 Replacement of supplies. 

(a) Lost, stolen, misplaced or damaged 
supples. VA will replace articles which 
are necessary to further pursuit of the 
veteran’s program and which are lost, 
stolen, misplaced, or damaged beyond 
repair through no fault of the veteran; 

VerDate jul<14>2003 01:39 Jul 29, 2003 Jkt 200137 PO 00000 Frm 00163 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200137T.XXX 200137T



164

38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–03 Edition)§ 21.222 

(1) VA will make an advancement 
from the Vocational Rehabilitation Re-
volving Fund to a veteran to replace 
articles for which VA will not pay, if 
the veteran is without funds to pay for 
them; 

(2) If a veteran refuses to replace an 
article indispensable to the program 
after VA determines that its loss or 
damage was his or her fault, the vet-
eran’s refusal may be considered as 
noncooperation under § 21.364; 

(3) If the veteran’s program is discon-
tinued under provisions of § 21.364(b), he 
or she will be reentered into the pro-
gram only when he or she replaces the 
necessary articles.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a))

(b) Personally purchased supplies. VA 
will not generally reimburse a veteran 
who personally buys supplies. VA may 
pay for the required supplies which a 
training facility or other vendor sells 
to a veteran, if the facility chooses to 
return to the veteran the amounts he 
or she paid, so that the charges stand 
as an unpaid obligation of VA to the fa-
cility. If the facility does not agree to 
such an arrangement, VA may still pay 
the veteran, if the facts and equities of 
the case are demonstrated.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3115)

(c) Supplies used in more than one part 
of the program. Except as provided in 
paragraph (a) of this section, VA will 
generally furnish any nonconsumable 
supplies only one time, even though 
the same supplies may be required for 
use by the veteran in another subject 
or in another quarter, semester, or 
school year.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)(7))

§ 21.222 Release of, and repayment for, 
training and rehabilitation sup-
plies. 

The value of supplies authorized by 
VA will be repaid under the provisions 
of this section, when the veteran fails 
to complete the program as planned. 

(a) Consumable supplies. VA will re-
quire reimbursement from a veteran 
for consumable supplies authorized, un-
less: 

(1) The veteran fails to complete the 
rehabilitation program through no 
fault of his or her own; 

(2) The employment objective of the 
rehabilitation plan is changed as a re-
sult of reevaluation by VA staff; 

(3) The total value of the supplies for 
which repayment is required is less 
than $100; or 

(4) The veteran dies.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104)

(b) Nonconsumable supplies (general). 
(1) In addition to the exceptions noted 
in paragraph (c) of this section, VA will 
not require reimbursement from a vet-
eran for nonconsumable supplies au-
thorized, if: 

(i) The veteran and VA change the 
long-range goal of the rehabilitation 
plan and those supplies are not re-
quired for the veteran’s pursuit of 
training for the new goal; 

(ii) The veteran’s failure to complete 
the program was not his or her fault; 

(iii) The veteran was pursuing the 
program at a facility which recovers 
nonconsumable supplies from veterans 
through contractural arrangements 
with VA, and the veteran returned to 
the facility all the nonconsumable sup-
plies furnished at VA expense; 

(iv) The veteran reenters the Armed 
Forces or is in the process of reen-
tering the Armed Forces; 

(v) The veteran satisfactorily com-
pleted one-half or more of a noncollege 
degree course (or at least two terms in 
the case of a college course) for which 
VA furnished the supplies; 

(vi) The veteran certifies that he or 
she is using in current employment the 
supplies furnished during training; 

(vii) The total value of the supplies 
for which repayment is required is less 
than $100; 

(viii) The veteran dies; 
(ix) The veteran is furnished supplies 

during a period of employment services 
but loses the job through no fault of 
his or her own; 

(x) A veteran discontinued from an 
independent living services program is 
using supplies and equipment to reduce 
his or her dependence on others; or 

(xi) The veteran is declared rehabili-
tated. 

(2) The amount which a veteran must 
repay will be the lesser of the current 
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